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because they relate to parts of the International AppIlcaUon that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, speclfically: 
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1 . I I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this Intematlonat SeanA Heport covers all 
' — ' searchable claims. 

2. |~| As ail searchable claims could be searched without effort justilylng an additional fee. this Authortty did not Invite payment 

of any additlonat fee. 



3- I I As only some of the required additional search fees were timeiy paid by the applicant, this international Search Report 
' — ' covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 
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No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant Consequently, this intemational Search Fteport is 
restricted to the Invention first mentioned In the claims; it is covered by claims No&: 



Remark on Protest [ | The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant* e protest 

I I No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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Claims Nos.: 



Present claims 1-3, 7-10 relate to an extremely large number of possible 
indefinite alloys. Indeed, the claimed composition is not closed, i.e. 
not defined up to 100%, since only the N1 and Al ranges are specified, 
leaving then up to 76.9 vrt% of the claimed alloy undefined. This implies 
that present claims 1-3, 7-10 encompass alloys with a composition having 
further elements not yet mentioned, at possible high contents, with 
unknown and possible adverse effects. As a result, the claims contain so 
many options and variables that a lack of clarity within the meaning of 
Article 6 PCT arises to such an extent as to render a meaningful search 
of the claims impossible. 

The same arises for claims 11 and 12 which refer to examples of the 
description leaving the claimed composition totally opened. 
Consequently, the search has been carried out for those parts of the 
application which do appear to be clear, namely claims 4-6. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to 
inventions in respect of which no International search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO 
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority Is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This Is the case Irrespective of whether or not the 
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase 
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5), 
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be 
overcome. 
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